
  

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Northminster! 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  If you are visiting with 

us this morning we hope you feel the presence of God and the 

hospitality of this congregation.  If you have any questions about our 

church please ask one of the pastors or a greeting host wearing a red 

“Ask Me” badge. 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

September 23, 2018 

 

*  Those who are able, please stand.   

Congregation responds in bold.  
 

                      

                  CENTERING THOUGHT 

 

          Envy 

                      by Mary Lamb 

This rose-tree is not made to bear  

The violet blue, nor lily fair,  

   Nor the sweet mignionet:  

And if this tree were discontent,  

Or wished to change its natural bent,  

   It all in vain would fret.  
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And should it fret, you would suppose  

It ne’er had seen its own red rose,  

   Nor after gentle shower  

Had ever smelled its rose’s scent,  

Or it could ne’er be discontent  

   With its own pretty flower.  

 

Like such a blind and senseless tree  

As I’ve imagined this to be,  

   All envious persons are:  

With care and culture all may find  

Some pretty flower in their own mind,  

   Some talent that is rare. 

 

APPROACHING GOD 

 

Please silence your cell phone before worship begins. 

 
 

WELCOME                                                                   Teri Thomas 

 

PRELUDE   (9:00)    Praeludium in G Minor     Dietrich Buxtehude 

(1637-1707)    
                   

                      (11:00)  I To the Hills                               Robert Leslie 

Bel Canto 

 I to the hills will lift my eyes; O whence shall come my aid? 

 My help is from the Lord alone, who heaven and earth has made. 

 He will not let thy foot be moved; Thy Guardian never sleeps; 

 With watchful and unslumbering care His own He safely keeps. 

 

 Thy faithful Keeper is the Lord, thy shelter and thy shade:  

 ‘Neath sun or moon, by day or night, though shalt not be afraid. 

 From evil He will keep thee safe; For thee He will provide. 

 Thy going out, thy coming in, forever He will guide. 



*CALL TO WORSHIP 

        Draw near to God, as God comes near to us. 

        We say “yes” to God’s presence. 

        Hear the wisdom of the Spirit and live in peace. 

        We say “yes” to the working of the Spirit. 

        Live with Gentleness, full of mercy. 

        We say “yes” to one another, living together in grace. 

        Let God work in you! 

        Let us worship God together! 

 

*HYMN NO. 26  Earth and All Stars    EARTH AND ALL STARS 



 
 

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                    Ruth Chadwick Moore               

God of grace, we live in difficult times. 

We confess that we do not ask for the help of others – to pray 

for us. 

We do not seek the wisdom of older people – to advise us. 

We do not seek the energy of younger people – to inspire us. 

We do not seek your power – to uphold us. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Grant us wisdom and courage, for the living of these days. 

  

*SILENCE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

My brothers and sisters, hear the good news! 

Who is in a position to condemn? 

Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 

Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 

The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 

Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. 

 

*HYMN NO. 582  Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

GLORY TO GOD 



 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE                                                                  

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

      And also with you.  

(Worshipers may greet one another with words of Christ’s peace.) 

                                                                     

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                                                    

Children may be excused for Church School at this time. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION     

 

EPISTLE LESSON                        James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a  (Pg. 230)                                           



PSALM 1                                                                          Hal Hopson 

(born 1933) 

Choir Tenors and Basses 

 
 

GOSPEL LESSON                                        Mark 9:30-37  (Pg. 45) 

       The Word of the Lord.                                                     

       Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                       It’s not about you                    Teri Thomas 
 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

ANTHEM   (11:00)              The Lamb                         John Tavener 

(1944-2013) 

Chancel Choir       

     Little Lamb, who made thee?  Dost thou know who made thee? 

 Gave thee life and bid thee feed by the stream and o’er the mead; 

 Gave thee clothing of delight, softest clothing, woolly bright: 

 Gave thee such a tender voice, making all the vales rejoice? 

 Little Lamb, who made thee?  Dost thou know who made thee? 
 

 Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee, Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee: 

 He is called by thy name, for he calls himself a Lamb. 

 He is meek and he is mild; He became a little child. 

 I, a child and thou a lamb, we are called by his name. 

 Little Lamb, God bless thee!  Little Lamb, God bless thee! 

                    (poem by William Blake, 1757 – 1827) 

 

 

 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  (9:00) 

Warren Buchanan Mario Deis 

Parents Kelly and Brian Deis 

Elder Liz Neterval 

 

*HYMN NO. 486  (9:00)  Child of Blessing, Child of Promise 

       KINGDOM 

                                                   
                               

 



 (11:00)                     Jonathan Carmine Walden 

Parents Nick and Kristi Walden 

Elder John Coleman 

François Lutumika 

Elder John Coleman 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS                      Peggy Brandes, 

Emily Johnson, Nunda Lutumika, François Lutumika, 

 Helene Lutumika,  Salima Binwa Simbi 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING                                                                                    

(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.) 
 

OFFERTORY   O for a closer walk with God        Charles Stanford 

(1731-1800) 

(9:00)  Section Leaders 

(11:00)  Chancel Choir 
 

    O for a closer walk with God, a calm and heavenly frame; 

    A light to shine upon the road that leads me to the Lamb! 
  

    Return, O holy Dove, return!  Sweet messenger of rest; 

    I hate the sins that made thee mourn, and drove thee from my  

    breast. 
 

    So shall my walk be close with God, calm and serene my frame,  

    So purer light shall mark the road that leads me to the Lamb. 



*DOXOLOGY                                       LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                  

 

GOING FORTH 

 

*HYMN NO.  727    Will You Let Me Be Your Servant  

  THE SERVANT 



 

 
* BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

POSTLUDE  (9:00)   Improvisation on DEXTER     Marko Petričić 

 



CHORAL RESPONSE  (11:00)  Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil   

 Handt Hanson 

(born 1950) 

Bel Canto 

    Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your Word. 

    Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow 

   and peace is understood.  When my heart is hard,  

   break the stone away.  When my heart is cold, warm it with the 

   day. 

   When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.  

   Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 

͏ 

Please welcome our new members after worship 

 in the Gathering Place. 

 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP   

This morning’s opening hymn, No. 26 “Earth and All Stars,” is a 

hymn of praise inviting us to join with a whole host of natural and 

cultural phenomena to “sing to the Lord a new song!”  Lutheran 

pastor, author and hymn writer Herbert Brokering (1926 – 2009) 

said of this text:  “I tried to gather into a hymn of praise the many 

facets of life which emerge in the life of community.  So there are 

references to building, nature, learning, family, festivity.”  As the 

hymn unfolds, we sing a modern list of manufactured, natural, and 

inanimate things that join in praising the Lord:  weather, musical 

instruments, technology, learning, and wisdom.  

As we set forth to serve today, the Choral Response (11:00), sung 

by Bel Canto (“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”),  helps us to 

think about areas in our lives where we need to be opened, more 

loving, more peaceful, more warm-hearted.  People who garden may 

particularly embrace this text.  The text and music was written by 

Handt Hanson (born 1950), who recently retired after serving for 40 

years as Director of Music and Worship Arts at Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church, Burnsville, Minnesota. 



Are you a balcony person? 

The repair work on the steeple is moving along but it is very 

extensive, both outside and inside.  We are asking for your patience.  

Just how much do you miss sitting up there?  Enough to make a 

contribution to the repairs?  We have wiped out the building reserve 

fund and over-spent buildings and grounds budget between the 

steeple and the HVAC system.  If you are so moved, please throw an 

additional gift in the plate and mark it "building reserve".  We 

promise to let you know as soon as the balcony is safe for 

occupancy again. 
 

A Call for Peace 

Jesus calls us to be peacemakers: “Peace at all times in all ways.”  

Thess. 3:16.   

For the next few weeks, culminating in World Communion Sunday, 

October 7, we join others in the faith community to embrace our 

God-directed mission of reconciling with those next to us, around 

the corner, and across the world as active peacemakers. 
 

Your Peace & Global Witness Offering enables Northminster to 

build ministries of harmony through our Mission Team’s designee.  

Envelopes can be found in your envelope boxes or in the pew racks. 
 

What’s Next? 

Sunday Worship 

   September 30 – James takes us into the power of prayer. 

          3rd Grade Bible Presentations  

          Children’s Communion Classes –during Children’s Church. 

 Mission and Outreach 

    Pet Blessing – October 14, 1pm 

Events and Education 

   Curious Conversations – TODAY and September 30 at 10am.   

   Youth Group – TODAY at 5:30pm. 

   Wednesday Night Study Group – Begins TONIGHT, 6pm.  

   Contemplative Prayer and Meditation – begins October 7, 5:30pm  

   Science Fiction Book Discussion -- October 7, November 4, 10am 



   Medicare Presentation – October 9, 10am 

   The New York Times and the Bible – October 14, 10am 

   Medicaid Waiver Presentation – October 25, 10am 

   Coffee with Krista Tippet – October 28 and November 25, 10am 

   Men’s Prayer Breakfast – Wednesdays at 7:30am. 

   3B Exercise – Monday and Thursday at 1:30pm. 

   Parents with a Passion – Wednesdays, 6:15pm. 

   Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study – 11am. 

   American Village Bible Study – 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 1pm 
 

For more information, check out our website 

  (northminster-indy.org). 
 

Don’t forget to “Like” our page on Facebook 

(facebook.com/Northminsterindy/). 
 

To give by text message on a smartphone, text the amount you would 

like to give to 317-316-3009. Our online giving system, ShelbyNext, will 

then prompt you through a one-time set up for giving. 
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Teri L. Thomas                       

Pastor 
 

Ruth Chadwick Moore 

Associate Pastor 
 

Maureen Wilson 

Director of Education and  

Youth Ministries 

 

John M. Wright 

Director, Music Ministries 
 

Marko Petričić 

Music Associate/Organist 
 

Denise Harrington 

Senior Ministry Consultant 

 

 
 

Carol McDonald 

Parish Associate 
 

Carol Campbell 

John Reed 

Tony Dzwonar 

Stephen Ministry Leaders 
 

Donald R. Durrett 

Associate Pastor Emeritus                                                                                            
 

Lori Schlabach 

Church Business Adminstrator 
 

Susan Glant 

Nancy J. Sala 

Adminstrative Assistants 
 

Tim McElroy 

Lead Custodian 
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