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Welcome to worship at Northminster!
Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are visiting with us
this morning we hope you feel the presence of God and the
hospitality of this congregation. If you have any questions about our
church please ask one of the pastors or a greeting host wearing a red
“Ask Me” badge.
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
November 12, 2017
«««««««««««««
CENTERING THOUGHT
The story of creation in Genesis 2 presents us
with our challenge as human beings.
We constantly make a crucial choice:
Do we eat from the Tree of Aliveness {Life} –
so that we continue to see and value the goodness of creation
and so reflect the image of the living God?
Or do we eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
-- constantly misjudging and playing God
and as a result mistreating our fellow creatures?
It’s a good and beautiful thing to be an image bearer of God.
But it’s also a big responsibility.
Brian McLaren, We Make the Road by Walking

APPROACHING GOD
Please silence your cell phone before worship begins.
WELCOME
PRELUDE

Carol McDonald
Praeludium in A minor

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
East side: Let us speak of the glorious deeds of God and God’s
might.
West side: We will not hide them from our children, we will
tell them to the coming generations.
East side: Let us rise up and tell the children, so that they
should set their hope in God.
West side: That they should not forget the words of God but
keep God’s commandments.
All: Let us rejoice and shine forth our light. Let us worship
the God of peace and understanding.
*HYMN NO. 362 Rejoice! Rejoice! Believers

LLANGLOFFAN

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Ruth Chadwick Moore
Almighty God, our faith is uncertain, our forgiveness slow,
our conviction weak, our compassion wavering.
We have exalted the proud and powerful, put down the weak,
saturated the rich with good things, neglected the poor, sent
the hungry away empty-handed.
We pray for your forgiveness. Show us your mercy, so that
we may live our lives without fear and full of your light.
*SILENCE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION
*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Brothers and sisters – Christ has set you free from the burden of
sin and guilt.
We will live as those who are truly loved and truly forgiven
through the gift of God’s grace.
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me.
*GLORY TO GOD, WHOSE GOODNESS SHINES ON ME
NO. 582
GLORY TO GOD

*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(Worshipers may greet one another with words of Christ’s peace.)
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

ANTHEM

(11:00)

The Servant Song

Richard Gillard
Peace Choir

CHILDREN’S TIME
(Children may be excused to go to Church School at this time.)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTMENT LESSON

Joshua 24: 1-15 (Pg. 215)

PSALM 78
Refrain

Tone

Choir: Give ear, O my people, to my teaching:
incline your ears to the words of my mouth!
I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will utter dark sayings from of old,
things that we have heard and known,
that our fore- bears have told us.
All:

All:

We will not hide them from their children,
but tell to the coming gen-eration
the glorious deeds of the Lord,
the might and wonders God has wrought.
God established a de- cree in Jacob,
and appointed a law in Israel,
which was commanded of our ancestors
to teach to their children;

Refrain

Refrain

that the next generation might know them,
the children yet unborn,
and rise up and tell them to their children,
so that they should set their hope in God
and not forget the works of God, but keep the
commandments.
Refrain
GOSPEL LESSON
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM

Matthew 25: 1-13 (Pg. 28)

Audivi vocem de caelo

Thomas Tallis
(c. 1505-1585)
9:00 Section Leaders
11:00 Chamber Ensemble

Audivi vocem de caelo venientem:
Venite omnes virgins sapientissimae.
Oleum recondite in vasis vestris dum sponsus advenerit.
Media nocte clamor factus est: Ecce sponsus venit.
Olerum recondite in vasis vestris dum sponsus advenerit.
I heard a voice coming from heaven.
Come, all you most wise virgins;
Store up the oil in your vessels until the bridegroom comes.
At midnight the cry broke forth: Behold the bridegroom
comes!
Store up the oil in your vessels until the bridegroom comes.
SERMON

Are you ready….?

Carol McDonald

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

*HYMN NO. 350 Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
KEEP YOUR LAMPS

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (11:00)
Joe and Sharon Dzwonar
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.
OFFERING(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.)
OFFERTORY

My Lord, What a Mornin’
African-Amercan spiritual
arr. H. T. Burleigh
(1866-1949)
Christopher Burchett, Baritone

*DOXOLOGY
LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

GOING FORTH
*HYMN NO. 307

God of Grace and God of Glory
CWM RHONDDA

*BLESSING AND CHARGE
May the Lord bless you and lay loving hands upon you,
that you may be strengthened to continue to walk in the faith
that others have passed on to you, to move ahead into the
promised land.
Go out into the world in peace;
have courage, hold on to what is good;
return no one evil for evil;
support the weak;
help the suffering;
dance with the happy;
weep with the sad;
honor all people;
love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Alleluia!
POSTLUDE (9:00)

Fugue in A minor

Johann Sebastian Bach

CHORAL RESPONSE (11:00)

O be joyful in the Lord
John Rutter
(born 1949)
Chamber Ensemble
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: serve the Lord with
gladness,
and come before his presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord, he is God: it is he that hath made us
and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his
courts with praise.
Be thankful unto him, and speak good of his name.
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting:
and his truth endureth from generation to generation.

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands. Glory be to the Father,
glory be to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.
͏
Marland Pittman is with Church School this morning.
Acolytes in worship today are Sam Banks and Claire Klinginsmith.
MUSIC IN WORSHIP
The opening words of today’s Psalm 78 indicate that this is a
teaching psalm. This is not new material but a curriculum that has
been passed down from the ancestors. Now it needs to be taught to
the present generation (“We will … tell to the coming
generation…”). The pervasive theme of the Psalm is that we can
trust in a God who provides for us, so the teacher (psalmist) tells
stories from the past of God’s wonderful works and glorious deeds.
The anthem “Audivi vocem de caelo,” by the Renaissance
“Tudor” composer Thomas Tallis (c. 1505 – 1585), takes its text
from today’s gospel lesson (Matthew 25: 6 – 7). It is Adventthemed, describing the coming of the “bridegroom,” Jesus. While
anticipating the bridegroom’s arrival creates joy, the bridegroom is
also doomed to die from the minute he is born. This idea manifests
itself in Tallis’s setting, which is beautifully joyous, yet seemingly
forlorn. The motet is set for four voices and unison chant.
The altos begin each section and each voice echoes in turn, just as
one and then another would spread news about the approaching
bridegroom. The Renaissance refers to music and composers active
during the reign of the House of Tudor (1485 – 1603) in England.
Tallis is known as the quintessential Tudor composer and “Audivi
vocem de caelo” captures many of his expressive techniques:
imitation, rhythmic variation, unexpected harmonies and a gift for
expressing the words of the text.

What’s Next?
Sunday Worship
November 19 – What does it mean to risk and to not live in
fear?
November 26 – Christ the King Sunday – what sort of kingdom
will it be?
Mission and Outreach
Westminster Neighborhood Ministries Toiletries Collection –
November donations of shampoo, conditioner, deodorant for
Christmas baskets
Care Packages for College Students -- bring snacks and small
fun items to the Youth Office in November
Clothe-A-Child – School #55 – December 7, 9am-1pm

Events and Education
NorthStars - Great American Songbook at the Paladium –
November 17
Indianapolis Women’s Chorus Concerts at NPC – Nov. 18,
7pm and Nov. 19, 3pm
Interfaith Thanksgiving Dinner – November 19
Tickets: globalinterfaithpartnership.org/FoodForThought
Drumstick Dash Cheering/Hospitality – November 23, 8:30am
4th Sunday Adult Ed – Painting the Stars – November 26, 10am
Christmas Lite Lunch– December 3, Noon. Reservations
necessary
Christmas Lite – December 3, 1pm

For more information, check out our website
(northminster-indy.org),
ask to receive our weekly email, pick up a newsletter from an
information table or contact the church office.

To give by text message on a smartphone, text the amount you
would like to give to 317-316-3009. Our online giving system,
ShelbyNext, will then prompt you through a one-time set up for
giving.
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