
  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Northminster! 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  If you are visiting with 

us this morning we hope you feel the presence of God and the 

hospitality of this congregation.  If you have any questions about our 

church please ask one of the pastors or a greeting host wearing a red 

“Ask Me” badge. 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

May 27, 2018 
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*  Those who are able, please stand.   

Congregation responds in bold. 
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CENTERING THOUGHT 
 

Unfortunately, faith largely became believing things to be true or 

false (intellectual assent) instead of giving people concrete 

practices so they could themselves know how to open up (faith), 

hold on (hope), and allow an infilling from another source 

(love). 

 

We must move from a belief-based spirituality to a practice-

based spirituality, or little will change in religion, politics, and 

the world. We will merely continue to argue about what we are 

supposed to believe and who the unbelievers are. 

 

https://cac.org/waiting-with-patience-2017-07-21/     Reference: 

Adapted from Richard Rohr, The Naked Now: Learning to See 

as the Mystics See (The Crossroad Publishing Company: 2009), 

107-108. 

 

 

APPROACHING GOD 

Please silence your cell phone before worship begins. 

 

WELCOME                                                            Marland Pittman                                          

 

PRELUDE                Fugue in E-flat Major                        J. S. Bach 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                 Ruth Chadwick Moore                                              

Heaven and earth declare God’s glory: 

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord! 

And in the temple, God’s people cry: 

Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord! 

Let us worship the Triune God. 

 

 

https://cac.org/waiting-with-patience-2017-07-21/


*HYMN NO.  1 Holy, Holy, Holy!  Lord God Almighty!  NICAEA 

 

 
 



 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                        

       God, creator of all the wonders which make up this word, 

    Lower voices:  Forgive us for treating our part of the world as 

    a commodity to be used rather than a gift to be cherished.   

   Forgive our failure to care for and protect this beautiful land,  

   its oceans, rivers and lakes, and the air that we breathe. 

 

    



     God, bearer of our humanity in Jesus Christ, 

     Higher voices:  Forgive us when we fail to live out Jesus’ 

     commandment to love one another as he loves us.  When we 

     judge another person by the color of their skin, by their  

     possessions or their achievements, rather than accepting 

     them as they are – persons loved and accepted by you. 

  

   God, giver of the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us into all truth, 

     All:  forgive us when we betray the truth of the gospel  

     through our lack of integrity and our abuse of ethical and 

     moral principles.  Fill us anew with your creative power that 

     we may be reborn in your image, glorifying you in and 

     through who we are and what we do and say. 

 

*SILENCE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

     Sisters and brothers – hear the good news: 

     You did not receive the spirit of slavery, but rather the spirit of  

      adoption. 

     Our guilt has departed, our sin is blotted out. 

     We are God’s beloved children – forgiven, loved, and freed. 

     May God’s peace be with us as we begin afresh. 

      

*GLORIA                                                                      John Weaver 



 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE                                                               

     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

     And also with you.  

(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ’s peace.) 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                              Maureen Wilson 

(Preschool children may be excused for Church School at this time.) 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

 

FIRST LESSON                                     Romans 8: 12-17  (Pg. 158) 

       

PSALM 29                                                                          Martin Tel 

Christopher Burchett, Cantor 

 
 

 



SECOND LESSON                                        John 3: 1-17   (Pg. 93) 

    The Word of the Lord.    

    Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                Bumper Sticker Faith               Marland Pittman                    

 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

from the Calvin Institute for Worship 

     We believe that by the Spirit, God raised up leaders and 

     prophets in Israel.  By the Spirit, Jesus was conceived, 

     baptized, and empowered.   

     By the Spirit, the risen Christ is present with the church even 

     now. 

 

 The Spirit came with power to the followers of Jesus.  Led by 

 The apostles, they began to proclaim with boldness the new  

  thing God had done in Christ. They began to experience in  

  their fellowship a new quality of common life. 

 

 We believe that, by the power of the same Spirit, the church 

 can be set on its way again, even when it seems beyond hope 

 of renewal.  We are grateful heirs of reformations and  

 awakenings. 

 

We are faithful to the reformers of the past and to the call of  

God when we hold ourselves open in the present to the 

reforming and renewing work of the Spirit in each of us and  

all of us together. This we believe. 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.) 

 

OFFERTORY    Et in Spiritum Sanctum Dominum          J. S. Bach 

Et in Spiritum Sanctum Dominum, et vivificantem,  

qui ex Patre Filioque procedit, 

qui cum Patre et Filio simul adoratur, et conglorificatur,  

qui locutus est per Prophetas. 

Et unam sanctam catholicam et apostolicam Eccelsiam.  

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of Life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified. 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

       I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                         LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

                                  

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 



GOING FORTH 

 

*HYMN NO.  9       The Play of the Godhead        PERICHORESIS             

      



*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

May God our Creator who crowns each of us with glory and 

honor, 

Christ Jesus who bears our pain and shows us the Way, 

And the Holy Spirit who gives us light and life, 

Be with us all and fill us with strength, courage, hope, and 

love. 

 

POSTLUDE        Improvisation on NICAEA             Marko Petričić 

 

͏ 

Teri Thomas is on vacation. 

 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP 

Today’s Psalm, Psalm 29, speaks almost exclusively about the 

mighty acts of God in nature.  It begins with a call to give God glory 

(“Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name”).   After this 3 

verse introductory call to praise, the psalm then gives reason for 

praise.  We sense God’s power through the awesome sights, sounds 

and force of a thunderstorm (verse 4 – 9).  The psalm concludes 

with a wish that this powerful God who works through earthquake, 

storm and fire will attend to God’s people, giving them strength and  

peace  (“give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the 

blessings of peace”). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Family Friday Night 

June 15, 5-7:30pm 

Pitch-in picnic 

Bring your family, food to share, 

 and your favorite games. 

All are welcome! 

 

 

What’s Next? 

 Sunday Worship 

        June 3 —  Starting a six week journey through the book of 

             Samuel.  We meet Samuel, Saul and David. 

        June 10 — Last week God called.  This week God responds. 

        June 17 — No primary or midterm elections in this story.   

              Samuel and God pick a king. 

        June 24 — This week God leads little David into a fight with 

              big ol’ Goliath. 

  
Mission and Outreach 

        Back to School Extravaganza – Washing of clothes - watch for 

              the yellow bin in the Gathering Place 

       School 55 Honor Role Banquet – May 30 



Events and Education 

        Curious Conversations – information sessions - June 3 and 10, 

           10am OR June 3, 12:15pm 

       Family Friday Night – Game Night – June 15, 5-7:30pm 

       NorthStars Indy Parks Concert  -- Holliday Park, July 19,  

           6:15pm 

             

       For more information, check out our website  

(northminster-indy.org). 

 

Don’t forget to “Like” our page on Facebook 

(facebook.com/Northminsterindy/). 

 

 

To give by text message on a smartphone, text the amount you 

would like to give to 317-316-3009. Our online giving system, 

ShelbyNext, will then prompt you through a one-time set up for 

giving. 
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