
  
 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Northminster! 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  If you are visiting with 

us this morning we hope you feel the presence of God and the 

hospitality of this congregation.  If you have any questions about our 

church please ask one of the pastors or a greeting host wearing a red 

“Ask Me” badge. 
 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

DAY OF PENTECOST 

May 20, 2018 
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*  Those who are able, please stand.   

Congregation responds in bold. 

 

CENTERING THOUGHT 
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APPROACHING GOD 

Please silence your cell phone before worship begins. 

 

WELCOME                                                                    Teri Thomas                                          

 

GATHERING SONG   Holy Spirit, Come to Us   Traditional Taizé 

 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                    Based on Acts 2: 1-21         

Mason King 

 

*HYMN NO. 280  Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us  EBENEZER 



 



 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                     Ruth Chadwick Moore                        

      God of Pentecost: 

      As you have done in every age and place, you pour out your 

      Spirit today upon your people, 

      loosening our tongues to declare your praise,  

      binding our hearts together in community, and joining our  

      hands in mission. 

      Yet we resist the work of your Spirit among us. 

      We’d rather die under our own control, than live in the 

      power of your Spirit. 

      Our lives deny the good news of your love, and our life 

      Together betrays the unity of the Spirit. 
 

  Have mercy on us, O Lord. 

  Breathe new life into us, and fill us with the fire of your love, 

  that we may proclaim with passion your glory revealed to us 

  in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 



*SILENCE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

    People of God, body of Christ, sisters and brothers, 

the Spirit of God’s truth has come upon creation and upon you, 

to interpret the mysteries of eternal time. 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Christ Jesus, 

our Savior, and by the authority of the church, I declare you are 

forgiven. 

Praise God!  We can be at peace with one another because of 

God’s mercy. 

 

*GLORIA                                                                       John Weaver 

 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE                                                               

     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

     And also with you.  

(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ’s peace.) 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME Celebrating Gifts of the Spirit    Teri Thomas 

(Children may be excused for Church School at this time.) 



 

ANTHEM                         Psalm 100                            Rene Clausen 

(born 1953) 

Chancel Choir Trebles 

        Make a joyful noise to the Lord, serve the Lord with gladness,  

 Come into His presence with singing, Alleluia. 

 Know that the Lord is God, it is He who made us, Alleluia,  

not we ourselves, Alleluia. 

 

We are His people, the sheep of His pasture, Alleluia, Alleluia,  

and we are His.  Alleluia. 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise, 

Give thanks to Him and praise His holy name.  Alleluia. 

 

For the Lord is good, His mercy endures forever, and His 

faithfulness endures, from generation to generation, from age to  

age. 

 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, serve the Lord with gladness,  

 Come into His presence with singing, Alleluia, Amen. 

 

SECOND LESSON                               Romans 8: 22-27   (Pg. 158)                                               

    The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                    Creation Groans                         Teri Thomas                    

 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*HYMN NO.  290       O Day of Joy and Wonder! 

 JONATHAN’S TUNE     



 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                               Marland Pittman 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.) 

 

OFFERTORY   O Day Full of Grace         arr. Melius Christiansen 

      O day full of grace, which we behold now gently to view 

      ascending, 

      Thou over the earth thy reign unfold, good cheer to all mortals  

      lending, 

      That children of light in every clime may prove that the night is  

      ending. 
 

      How blest was that gracious midnight hour when God in our  

      flesh was given; 

      Then flushed the dawn with light and power that spread o’er the  

      darkened heaven; 

      Then rose that sun divine which gloom from our hearts hath 

       driven. 
 

       Yea, were ev’ry tree endowed with speech, and ev’ry leaflet  

       singing, 

       They never with praise God’s worth could reach, though earth 

       with praise be ringing. 

       Who fully could praise the light of life who light to our souls is 

       bringing? 

       Who fully could praise the Lord! 

       With joy we depart for the promised land. 

        And there we shall walk in endless light. 

 

 



*DOXOLOGY                                        LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

                                  

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

GOING FORTH 

 

*HYMN NO.  66      Every Time I Feel the Spirit        PENTECOST 



 
 



*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 

CHORAL RESPONSE        God be in my head             John Rutter 

(born 1945) 

Chancel Choir 

        God be in my head and in my understanding. 

 God be in mine eyes and in my looking. 

God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 

God be in mine heart and in my thinking. 

God be at mine end and in my departing. 

 

͏ 

 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP 

Today’s final Hymn, No.  66 “Every Time I Fee the Spirit,” is an 

African-American spiritual that demonstrates the belief that 

communion with God is a spirit-filled encounter involving the total 

person. This spiritual captures the feeling of the African-American 

slave worship services, where believers would gather and become 

filled with the Holy Spirit. Under the Spirit’s power, one is moved 

to pray, preach, sing, or witness.  The first stanza includes reference 

to the “mountain where my Lord spoke,” namely Sinai, where 

Moses met with God.  During the slave era, “Jordan River,” in the 

second stanza, would have referred to whatever river might lie 

between the slave and freedom.  Train images (“there is but one 

train”) suggest the Underground Railroad as a means of reaching 

freedom (“heaven”).   

 

 

Pentecost Special Offering – TODAY 

The Pentecost Offering helps support and guide the Christian 

formation of our young people – building a solid foundation of faith 

formed in the first third of life, from childhood through young 

adulthood.  Your gift (envelopes in the pews and in offering boxes) 

will support the Young Adult Volunteer Program, ministries with 



youth (including Youth Triennium) and programs for youth at risk.  

Northminster will retain 40 percent of the offering collected to 

develop and support programs for young people in our church and 

community. 

 

What’s Next? 

Sunday Worship 

May 27 – Trinity Sunday.  This will be Marland’s last Sunday 

with us and he will be preaching.  Drop in before the Race. 

     June 3 —  Starting a six week journey through the book of 

     Samuel.  We meet Samuel, Saul and David. 

     June 10 — Last week God called.  This week God responds. 

     June 17 — No primary or midterm elections in this story.  

     Samuel and God pick a king. 

     June 24 — This week God leads little David into a fight with big  

     ol’ Goliath. 

  
Mission and Outreach 

     Back to School Extravaganza – Washing and sorting of clothing 

     will begin in early June 

     Pentecost Offering – TODAY 

       

Events and Education 

    Reception for graduates, Marland Pittman, and Cheryl Plunkett – 

    TODAY, 10am 

    New Member Brunch – TODAY, 12:15pm 

    Youth Fellowship – TODAY, 5:30pm 

    Curious Conversations – information sessions - June 3 and 10,  

    10am OR June 3, 12:15pm 

             

       For more information, check out our website 

 (northminster-indy.org). 

 



 

 

To give by text message on a smartphone, text the amount you 

would like to give to 317-316-3009. Our online giving system, 

ShelbyNext, will then prompt you through a one-time set up for 

giving. 
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