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Welcome to worship at Northminster!
Thank you for worshipping with us today. If you are visiting with
us this morning we hope you feel the presence of God and the
hospitality of this congregation. If you have any questions about our
church please ask one of the pastors or a greeting host wearing a red
“Ask Me” badge.
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 11, 2018
«««««««««««««
* Those who are able, please stand.
Congregation responds in bold.

APPROACHING GOD
Please silence your cell phone before worship begins.
WELCOME
GATHERING SONG Hymn No. 814

Teri Thomas

In God Alone
MON ÂME SE REPOSE
(Worshippers are invited to sing English or French)

*CALL TO WORSHIP
People of the covenant, give thanks.
The Lord is our salvation.
The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in love.
Children of the living God, draw near.
Jesus Christ is with us.
Let us worship God.
*HYMN NO. 127

Jesus the Light of the World
WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Ruth Chadwick Moore
Ever loving God,
we grumble about the evils in our world even as we commit
injustices.
We fret about the scarcity of resources while hoarding earth’s

goods and cheating the poor.
We protest the problems of our world, but we do not actively
work to address them.
God of the covenant, heal us and free us from our foolish ways
that we may know the joy of eternal life in Jesus Christ.
*SILENCE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION
*KYRIE ELEISON

(Lord, have mercy)

Russian Orthodox

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Friends, the gospel of John reminds us God did not send the Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.
Our God is faithful and merciful.
Indeed, and there is good news even as the snakes of life snag at
our heels.
God’s light shines in and around us for all to see.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

CHORAL RESPONSE (11:00)

Amazing Grace
AMAZING GRACE
Celebration Choir

*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ’s peace.)
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
(Children may be excused to go to Church School at this time.)
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Shema Yisrael
The Shema (Jewish tradition)
(9:00) Section Leaders
(11:00) Chancel Choir
FIRST LESSON

ANTHEM

PSALM 107

(11:00)

Ephesians 2: 1-10 (Pg. 192)
Marland Pittman
Wondrous Love

American Folk
arr. Paul Christiansen
Chancel Choir

STAR IN THE EAST
Christina Nicastro and Seung Lee, Cantors

GOSPEL LESSON
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

John 3: 14-21 (Pg. 94)

What IS a Christian anyway?

Teri Thomas

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*HYMN NO. 838
Standing on the Promises
(please sing stanza 2 and Refrain)

PROMISES

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (11:00) Alexander Joseph Vinton
Parents Douglas and Brooke Vinton
Elder Craig Hittle
TESTIMONY

Anne Ricchiuto

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
OFFERING(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.)

OFFERTORY (9:00) O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Sin J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)
(11:00) Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy
RESTORATION
Steve Boller and Krista Wright
*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore.
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

OLD 100TH

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
GOING FORTH
*HYMN NO. 209

My Song is Love Unknown
LOVE UNKNOWN

* BLESSING AND CHARGE
Brothers and Sisters – walk into the world holding onto the
promises of God.
We go in faith knowing God’s promises are for us.
Walk boldly, knowing God has established a covenant with the
world.
We go to praise, to love, and to serve, confident that God
will be with us today, tomorrow, and always.
Amen.
POSTLUDE (9:00) Improvisation on Wondrous Love
Marko Petričić
CHORAL RESPONSE (11:00)

Laudate pueri
Wolfgang A. Mozart
(from Vesperae solennes de Dominica, KV 321) (1856-1791)
Chancel Choir
Translation:
Praise the Lord, O sons, Praise the name of the Lord.
May the name of the Lord be blessed from henceforth and
evermore.
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is
praiseworthy.
The Lord is exalted above all people, and His glory is above the
heavens.
Who is like the Lord our God, who dwells on high and regards the
lowly in heaven and on earth?
Raising up the destitute from the earth and lifting up the poor from
the muck,
that he may place him with the princes of his people;
who makes a barren woman live in a house, the happy mother of
children.
(Psalm 113)

Acolytes in worship today are Grayson Auer and
David Schuermann.

MUSIC IN WORSHIP
This morning’s final hymn, No. 209, “My Song is Love
Unknown,” is a poem by Samuel Crossman (1624 – 1684), one of
the first English poets to write a hymn whose text was poetic and not
scriptural. The music was composed by John Ireland in 1918. He
composed it on the back of a menu while at lunch with Geoffrey
Shaw, who challenged him to write a tune to go with “this lovely
poem.” The British rock band Coldplay recorded a song inspired by
this hymn, “A Message,” on their 2005 X & Y album.
At the conclusion of the service, the choir sings (11:00) “Laudate
pueri,” from Mozart’s Solemn Vespers of the Dominica (Vesperae
solennes de Dominica, KV 321). This movement, a setting of Psalm
113, employs a compositional style prior to Mozart’s day known as
“stile antico.” This style uses imitative counterpoint throughout,
although key phrases of the psalm are illuminated by homophony
(points where all of the voices are moving at the same time together
- similar to a hymn). Two examples are “The Lord is exalted above
all people” and “Who is like the Lord our God?” Chancel Choir and
orchestra will perform this and other Mozart works at 4pm, Sunday,
March 18, as part of the Sound & Spirit arts series.

Have you ever taught children to
fold their fingers inside their hands and say the rhyme, “Here is the
church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the people?”
The wiggling fingers teach children, and adults, too, that the church

is not the building — the steeples, windows, or structure, but people
gathering to worship God. There’s something else in the children’s
rhyme. As children break open their hands to reveal the people, they
move their fingers back and forth, often as fast as they can. This
simple move reminds us the church is the energy and actions that
share the love of Christ.
✚ When a disaster strikes and people give, volunteer, and pray so
that those impacted receive help and hope, this is church.
✚ When poverty and violence cause hunger and people join
together to respond to the need and address its root causes, this is
church.
✚ When injustice falls on those who are vulnerable and people join
hands with one another and lift their voices against the interests of
power, this is church.
The church is the Holy Spirit’s transforming power emanating into
the world, sharing the compassion, justice, love, and peace of Christ.
Presbyterians join the movement of the Spirit into every corner of
the Earth — and in this season, through our church-wide One Great
Hour of Sharing Special Offering.

What’s Next?
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday, March 18 – God promised a new covenant and said it
would be written on your heart. Is it there? Can you read
it?
Holy Week Worship
Sunday, March 25 – Palm/Passion Sunday. Go to Jerusalem for
that interesting parade with Jesus and the donkey and the
palm branches. It sets the stage for Easter.
One Great Hour of Sharing special offering will be received.
Thursday, March 29 – Maundy Thursday. Communion at 7pm.
Do you ever wonder what the others at the table were thinking
or feeling? Shall we ask them?

Friday, March 30 – Good Friday. Tenebrae at 7pm. Walk
through the inal hours of Jesus’ life through scripture, song,
prayer, light and dark. The moving service concludes in
darkness and silence.
Sunday, April 1 – Easter Sunday. He is risen indeed!
Mission and Outreach
Deacons’ Spring Plant Sale – order now for delivery in early May.
Deadline for orders is March 15.
Gleaners Food Bank Volunteers – March 15, 12:30pm
IHN/Family Promise Hosts – Beginning April 1. Volunteer signup in the Gathering Place.
Race for the Cure – April 28
Events and Education
Public Faith - Lenten Study – Feb. 18-March 25, 10am
#foodandfaith – TODAY, 12:15pm at Fat Dan’s
GIP Movie – TODAY, 4pm.
Sound & Spirit Mostly Mozart Concert – March 18, 4:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir and orchestra present three Mozart works and
other repertoire. The concert is free and child care is available.
NorthStars Basile Theater Trip – March 24, 7pm.
Presby Day – April 12, Irvington P, 10am. RSVP: 317-356-7225.
Fourth Sunday Adult Education – Painting the Stars, April 22,
10am.
For more information, check out our website
(northminster-indy.org),
ask to receive our weekly email, pick up a newsletter from an
information table, or contact the church office.
To give by text message on a smartphone, text the amount you
would like to give to 317-316-3009. Our online giving system,
ShelbyNext, will then prompt you through a one-time set up for
giving.
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