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March Worship
March 4th is the 3rd Sunday of 
Lent and we are still Standing on 
the Promises.  What is the differ-
ence between a covenant and a 
contract?  What does God do when 
we mess up our end?  Are the 10 
Commandments restrictive?  We 
will also celebrate the sacrament of 
communion at both services.

March 11th is the 4th Sunday of 
Lent.  We will explore the unbreak-
able covenant.  We thought about 
turning snakes loose in the sanc-
tuary but decided against it.  Be 
grateful and join us.

March 18th is the 5th Sunday of 
Lent.  God promised a new cove-
nant and said it would be written 
on your heart.  Is it there?  Can you 
read it?

March 25th is Palm/Passion Sun-
day.  We go to Jerusalem for that 
interesting parade with Jesus and 
the donkey and the palm branches.  
We begin Holy Week on this Sun-
day and it sets the stage for Easter.  
Get the entire experience and join 
us.

March 29th is Maundy Thursday 
Communion at 7:00 pm.  Do you 
ever wonder what the others at 
that table were thinking or feeling?  
Shall we ask them?

Friday, March 30th at 7:00 pm is 
the Tenebrae Service.  We will 
walk through the final hours of 
Jesus’ life through scripture, song, 
prayer, light and dark.  This mov-
ing service concludes in darkness 
and silence.

April Fool’s Day …AKA Easter 
Sunday…be here!

Our season of Lent continues this 
month.  Our Preschool and Church 
School will continue to use Sea-
sons of the Spirit curriculum.  The 
following prayer comes from our 
Preschool curriculum for March 4:  

The heavens sing out your glory, 
O God, and your grace shines 
new each day.  Help us live out 
such grace in our harmony with 
one another, and experience again 
the wonder of your presence in 
every person we encounter, in 
Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

March 4 - Psalm 19                    
Our preschool will have the oppor-
tunity to explore how God’s world 
shows us what God is like.  If God 

made the world for us to enjoy, 
then God must really love us!  Isn’t 
God amazing?

March 11 - Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22  
Our Church School class will ex-
plore how we can give thanks for 
God’s steadfast love in both good 
times and bad.  What are some 
ways we can give thanks for God’s 
love even during hard times?

March 18 - Jeremiah 31: 31-34  
Our lesson this week from Jeremi-
ah asks us to feel God’s promise 
of love deep in our hearts with our 
whole being.  What are some kind 
and loving actions that we can do 
because God’s love is deep inside 
us?  

March 25 - Mark 11:1-11 
Palm Sunday marks the beginning 
of the week when we tell the story 
that is central to our faith.  From 
a celebratory parade to grief, the 
children will hear stories that cover 
our Holy Week and the path that 
Jesus walked.  

The Resurrection of Jesus is cele-
brated on April 1st, Easter  
Sunday.  The first three people to 
text or email me the phrase:  “One 
of you will betray me” will receive 
a Starbucks gift card.  317-698-
1567 or  cplunkett@northmin-
ster-indy.org.  

Church School in March
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Because of the Herculean efforts 
of Connie Coleman and her small 
but mighty band of volunteers, 
Northminster congregants can greet 
our newly arrived Exodus Refugee 
family:  Nunda (Noon-da), Salima 
(Sa-lee-ma), Helene (Ah-lane), and 
Francois (Fran-swah). 

The Lutumika (Loo-ta-MEE-ka) 
family’s homeland is The Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo. Due 
to the prevalence of violence and 
human rights abuses in the DRC, 
they have resided in a refugee 
camp in Burundi, East Africa, for 
the past sixteen years. 

Connie & Company, with support 
and donations from YOU, set up 
a fully furnished, decorated, and 
comfortable three-bedroom town-
house in Nora. They have already 
engaged the Lutumikas in gro-
cery shopping (learning about our 
currency, shopping protocols, and 
American foods) and experiencing 
their first snowfall! And they look 
to familiarize the Lutumikas with 
our community and moving around 

in it via public transportation, and 
being their health advocate, i.e., 
getting to and from doctor appoint-
ments. 

We will hear from the Lutumikas 
from time to time as they acclimate 
to their new home. Over the next 
several months, Northminster and 
Exodus team members will work to 
assist the family in showing them 
around Indy, enroll them in school 
and/or employment practices, and 
create an environment of indepen-
dence and sustainability. To this 
end, we can assist by spending 
time with the Lutumikas, engaging 

them in conversation to practice 
their English-speaking skills (or 
practicing your French or Swahili, 
their native languages), and creat-
ing a welcoming atmosphere for 
this family. Join us in displaying to 
the Lutumikas an abundance of our 
Hoosier hospitality!

As Connie so succinctly quoted, “I 
tell you this: anything you did for 
one of my brothers or sisters here, 
however, humble, you did for me.” 
-- Matthew 25

Photo above: the Lutumika family 
experiences snow for the first time!

Meet The Lutumika Family

Beginning April 1, (Easter Sun-
day), Northminster will host up to 
4 families from Interfaith Hospital-
ity Network/Family Promise.   
 
We are in need of van drivers, 
dinner preparers and hosts, activity 
hosts, and overnight hosts.
 

On-line sign up will begin in early 
March.  And we will have sign-ups 
in the Gathering Place on March 
4, 11, 18, and 25.  Celebrate the 
Risen Lord by volunteering to give 
a hand up to these families.

Welcoming IHN/Family Promise Families Youth Fellowship 
 
March 4, 18, and 25 -  
5:30 - 7:30 pm at Northminster 
 
March 11, 4:30 - 7:30 pm for 
Movie Night at Northminster! 
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This past year the differences 
among us have been brought to the 
forefront through print material, 
podcasts, TV news, speeches and 
demonstrations – a barrage of “us 
versus them” mentality. So-called 
categories include: citizen/immi-
grant, rural/urban, liberal/conserva-
tive, insured/uninsured, aggressor/
victim, very wealthy/paycheck to 
paycheck.  It was like this in the 1st 
century: Jew/Gentile, tax collector/
tax payer, child/adult, landowner/
slave, Roman/non-Roman, royal/
commoner.  Throughout the cen-
turies, people have tried to distin-
guish themselves from others.

But Jesus wasn’t interested in 
divisiveness.  He was inclusive.  He 

taught that we, every single one 
of us, have been created by God, 
in God’s image.  We all belong to 
Him and are to live together as car-
ing and giving people of God. 

How do we do that? One way is to 
help those who struggle to provide 
food for their families.   As we pre-
pare to have an Offering of  
Letters in the spring, think about 
the commonalities that we have 
with others.  Make a commitment 
to participate in voicing your con-
cern for the hungry through letters 
to government officials.  We can 
and must shape our government to 
care for all of God’s children.  

Us Versus Them – by Corinne Imboden

From now through Palm Sunday 
is your opportunity to truly make 
a difference in our world through 
One Great Hour of Sharing. In 
fact, OGHS is the single largest 
way in which Presbyterians come 
together every year to work for a 
better world. 

OGHS funds aid the PDA (Presby-
terian Disaster Assistance), the PHP 
(Presbyterian Hunger Program), 
and the SDOP (Self-Development 
of People). PDA donations alone 
have provided relief for:  national 
aid (flooding, hurricanes, etc.), the 
Flint water crisis, and humanitarian 
efforts in Syria and Sudan.

Children can participate by filling 
fish banks (see photo, above).  
Watch for these on information ta-
bles around the church. Envelopes 
can be found in the pews before 
each service, or you can make an 

O’gosh! One Great Hour of Sharing!

offering electronically. And now 
you can track OGHS recipients on 
an interactive world map that can 
be found at:  http://specialofferings.
pcusa.org/oghs 
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Boxing for Balance  
Presby Day in March
Join us on Thursday, March 8, at 
Faith Presbyterian Church (8170 
Hague Rd. Indianapolis, IN), at 
10:00 am.  Kay Johns and Caryl 
Houghton will be our presenters. 
Lunch is at 12:00 pm. Cost $5. 
RSVP at 317-849-1930. Come hear 
about this powerful program and 
receive a special gift from Brook-
dale Castleton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
3B Continues!
Come and join us on Mondays and 
Thursdays, 1:30 pm, downstairs 
in the Board Room.  We are doing 
lightweights, aerobic and strength 
training. Exercise improves circu-
lation and keeps the body healthy. 
Therefore, we do 3B!  
 
Grief Support Groups 
All of our groups are free of charge 
and last for six weeks.  Regis-
tration is required due to limited 
space. The Loss of Spouse support 
group will meet from March 6 – 
April 10, at Irvington Presbyterian 
Church (55 Johnson Ave, India-
napolis 46219), on Tuesdays, from 
6:30 - 8:30 pm.  Register by calling 
317-621-4646 or online at www.
ecommunity.com/grief.  This sup-
port group is offered by InTouch 
Bereavement Services of Commu-
nity Home Health. 

Caregiver’s Support Group
All caregivers are welcome! You 
don’t have to be a member of NPC 
to attend. Our support group meet-
ings in March will be on Monday 
the 5th at 6 pm, and Wednesday the 
7th at 1 pm, both in the Conference 
room next to Pastor Ruth’s Office. 

•  Have you heard The MIND Diet 
might help prevent Alzheimer’s? 
The key is adding these 10 healthy 
foods to your diet and avoiding 5.  
Here’s the list but check out the 
link below for more information.

•  Green leafy vegetables (like 
spinach and salad greens): At least 
6 servings a week
•  Other vegetables: At least 1 a day
•  Nuts: 5 servings a week
•  Berries: 2 + servings a week
•  Beans: 3 + servings a week
•  Whole grains: 3+ servings a day
•  Fish: Once a week
•  Poultry (like chicken or turkey): 
3 times a week
•  Olive oil: Use it as your main 
cooking oil.
•  Wine: 1 glass a day
You avoid:
•  Red meat: Less than 4 servings a 
week
•  Butter and margarine: Less than 
a tablespoon daily
•  Cheese: Less than 1 serving a 
week
•  Pastries and sweets: Less than 5 
servings a week
•  Fried or fast food: Less than 1 
serving a week 
 
For more information, go to 
http://bit.ly/alzMINDdiet

Senior Ministries

Contact Denise
If you have questions about So-
cial Security, Medicare, Medicaid, 
Caregiving, Rehabilitation Thera-
py, Estate Planning, Grief, Probate 
& Guardianship or need a referral 
for Elder Law, contact Denise 
Harrington at 317-509-7085 or 
dharrington@northminster-indy.org. 
Look for Denise at worship on the 
3rd Sunday of each month.

Alzheimer’s Support Groups 
for Caregivers  
This support group continues to 
take place at Irvington Presbyterian 
(55 Johnson Ave, Indianapolis, IN 
46219) on the 3rd Tuesday each 
month, in the parlor at 1:00 pm.  
 
Presby Day in April
Thursday, April 12, at Irvington 
Presbyterian Church (55 Johnson 
Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46219). 
Presentation by Kate Kunk from 
CICOA Aging & In-Home Solu-
tions.  She will be talking about all 
things HEALTH! RSVP at 317-
356-7225.
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What Do  
Deacons Do?
The Deacons are raising funds 
for their ministry projects 
through the Annual Deacons 
Spring Plant and Flower 
Sale. (See separate article and 
order form.) Please support 
the Deacons and buy flower 
baskets, flats of annuals, herbs 
and fantastic vegetable plants. 
The Deacon’s outreach into 
the community is not funded 
by our annual budget.  They 
depend on your support for 
their work. Plus, you get great 
flowers, so what’s not to love? 

Fourth Sunday 
Adult Education
The Painting the Stars video 
series will not meet during 
Lent (March) and will resume 
on Sunday, April 22nd at 10 
am downstairs in the Board 
Room. 

#FoodandFaith 
#FoodandFaith (people in 
their 20’s and 30’s) will meet 
at Fat Dan’s in Broad Ripple 
for lunch at 12:15 on Sun-
day, March 11th. Childcare is 
available for those who need 
it at the church. Let Associate 
Pastor Ruth Moore know if 
you can attend. (ruthcmoore@
northminster-indy.org or text 
to 317-753-3164.) 

Your Worship Team is busily 
planning for the Lenten season 
here at NPC.  As in years past, the 
congregation is invited to honor or 
remember loved ones, while at the 
same time supporting the beauti-
ful display of spring flowers that 
will decorate the church on Easter 
Sunday.   
 
The 2018 Easter Flower Donation 
form is enclosed with this issue 
of the News & Views.  Additional 
forms can be found on the infor-

mation tables in the church narthex 
and Gathering Place.  Forms and 
checks must be received by the 
NPC office no later than March 19, 
2018, and donations will be recog-
nized in the Easter bulletin.   
 
As always, the Worship Team 
is thankful for the many ways 
in which the NPC congregation 
contributes to meaningful worship, 
both at Lent and throughout the 
church year.

Easter Flowers

Spring is right around the corner 
and the Deacons are back with 
their annual Flower Sale to help 
ring in the season! We will be set 
up in the Gathering Place from 
10-11 am, and 12-12:30 pm, each 
Sunday from February 18 – March 
11, to take orders for all of your 
floral needs. Keep in mind, these 

lovely plants make wonderful gifts 
for Mother's Day, teachers and 
friends!  
 
Please provide cash, check or credit 
card to pay at the time of your or-
der.  (Check must accompany mail-
in orders.)  Plants will be available 
for pick up in early May.

Deacons Spring Plant Sale
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Each month the massive Gleaners 
Food Bank collects and distributes 
more than 2 million pounds of food 
to hungry Hoosiers in 21 counties 
in central Indiana.  They do this 
with only about 70 employees. 
How is this possible, you might 
ask.  It is possible only because of 
the 21,000 yearly volunteers that 
stream in and out of their facilities.

This is the 5th year that North-
minster has volunteered to supply 
a minimum of 30 workers for an 
afternoon shift.  They have a clean, 
safe working environment with 
standing or sitting work stations 
to accommodate individual needs.  

We may sort and process food for 
pick-up, or perhaps stuff some of 
the 10,000 food bags for kids that 
are distributed each Friday.  This 
is a great opportunity to meet and 
interact with other church mem-
bers whom you might only know 
casually.

On Thursday March 15, we will 
meet at Gleaners at 12:30 PM for 
lunch and orientation and then 
work from 1:30 to 3:30 PM.  Box 
lunches will be provided for $6.00 
each.  Carpooling will be available, 
leaving the church at 11:45 AM.

Everyone is invited to this event, 
but please call NorthStars co-hosts 

Durretts @ 317-430-6500, or Gud-
gels @ 317-844-7139 to reserve 
your spot on the assembly line.

Gleaners Volunteers Needed – March 15

Love at 85 
On Saturday, March 24, the North-
stars will meet at the Basile Theater 
in the Indiana History Center for a 
great night of storytelling by Andy 
Offutt Irwin, whose topic is Love 
at 85.  Irwin is equal parts mis-
chievous schoolboy and the Marx 
Brothers, peppered with a touch of 
the Southern balladeer."  The show 
is at 7:00 PM, and the cost is $20; 
however, if we have 10 or more, we 
get a 15% discount! (Last time we 
went to a storytelling event, we had 
20!)  Please make your reservation 
by Monday, March 19, by calling, 
texting, or e-mailing Clarice Ste-
gall: 317-294-3307 or stegalljour-
ney@aol.com.  You do not have to 
be a “NorthStar” to join us.

Race for the Cure
Join Northminster on April 28th 
for the annual Komen Race 
for the Cure.  To register for 
our team, go to http://bit.ly/
NPCrace2018. To donate to our 
team, click on one of our team 
members and make an online 
donation.  

Race packets can be picked up 
in person on April 26 & 27, and 
race day. To have it mailed to 
you, designate that when reg-
istering, for $10. You must be 
registered by April 15th. 

Team members will be emailed 
additional information as race 
day gets closer.  Come and enjoy 
the day with us for this great 
cause!  Questions?  Contact 
Debbie Grush at debbiembr@
netzero.net

Link Observatory 
On Tuesday, April 24, we’ll visit 
the Link Observatory near Moores-
ville, meeting at church at 9 am to 
carpool (or ride the bus), arriving 
for a 10 am program including a 
tour of the facility, as well as a 
program about “The Next Steps in 
Human Space Exploration.” Af-
terwards, we will stop for lunch at 
Gray’s Cafeteria, arriving back at 
church by 2 pm.

Cost is $10 (bus riders pay an ad-
ditional $5 for gas, etc.).  We will 
begin taking reservations around 
April 1.  Hope you will plan to join 
us.  Organized by Don & Dolly 
Craft (317-502-2080) and Troy & 
Nancy Hill (317-979-4751).

NorthStars



Northminster Presbyterian Church, 1660 Kessler Boulevard, East Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46220-2799          

www.northminster-indy.org          317-251-9489           

MARCH 2018

The Northminster Chancel Choir, 
soloists and orchestra will present 
a concert of mostly Mozart compo-
sitions 4:00 p.m. Sunday, March 
18th in the sanctuary.

The concert will include shorter 
choral works by Mendelssohn, 
Gibbons, and Anerio.  The string 
orchestra will play American com-
poser Russell Peck’s (1945 – 2009)   
“Signs of Life II.”  Filled with all 
manner of string techniques, the 
piece is engaging from start to 
finish.  The concert will culminate 
with three Mozart compositions – 
Exsultate, Jubilate, KV 158;  Ves-
perae solennes de Dominica, KV 
321 and Ave verum corpus,  
KV 618.

Exsultate, Jubilate was composed 
in Milan in the winter of 1772 – 
1773 specifically for the castrato 
singer and composer Venanzio 
Rauzzini.  The work employs 
oboes, trumpets, strings, and so-
prano soloist. Kathryn Summersett 
visits Northminster for the first time 
to sing the work.  She has been a 
featured soloist at notable programs 
such as the Boston Early Music 
Festival, Bloomington Early  

Music Festival, Berkeley Early 
Music Festival, Amherst Early Mu-
sic, Mountainside Baroque, and the 
Lute Society of America.

Vesperae solennes de Dominica or 
Solemn Vespers of the Dominica 
(1779) is scored for chorus, four 
soloists, trumpets, timpani, violins, 
cello, bass, and organ.  It is a six 
movement work which incorpo-
rates five Psalms (110, 111, 112, 
113, 117) and ends with   the Mag-
nificat (Mary’s Song).  A marvelous 
composition not often performed, it 
is characterized by exciting  

rhythmic and harmonic shifts, 
virtuosic instrumental moments, 
and vibrant and dramatic choral 
passages.

The beloved Ave verum corpus 
was composed in the last year of 
Mozart’s life (1791).   Set for string 
orchestra and chorus, the work is 
only 46 measures in length, yet is 
profoundly intimate.

We hope you can join us in this 
exuberant choral-orchestral con-
cert.   The concert is 90 minutes 
in length.  It is free of charge and 
child care is available.

Mostly Mozart 
Northminster  
Chancel Choir &  
Orchestra 

(Kathryn Summersett, soprano)
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March Birthdays
Gracie Edwards 3/1
  
Nicole Flynn 3/1
  
Evelyn  Hunter 3/1
  
Russell  Cline 3/2
  
Mark Moore 3/2
  
Amber Senseny 3/2
  
Nolan Teising 3/2
  
Jason Reed 3/3
  
Tony Ricchiuto 3/3
  
Bill Acklin 3/4
  
Lisa Longo 3/4
  
Charlie  Holdaway 3/5
  
Joanne  Murphy 3/5
  
Marcia  Young 3/5
  
David Dzwonar 3/6
  
Ellen Fosnaught 3/6
  
William  Smith 3/6
  
Greg Merkel 3/7
  
Becka Snider 3/7
  
Kathryn  Cory 3/8
  
Lori Boone 3/9
  
Susan Glant 3/9
  
Scott Cavins 3/10
  
Brad  Hill 3/10
  
Grace Gresham 3/11
  

Bill  Koriath 3/11
  
John Smith 3/11
  
Brad Smith 3/11
  
John  Boone 3/12
  
Minnie  Chinn 3/12
  
Susie Koriath 3/12
  
Mary McKinley 3/15
  
Terry  O'Connor 3/15
  
Pat  Dunbar 3/17
  
Ruth  Moore 3/17
  
Emma Schlabach 3/17
  
Matt  Senseny 3/17
  
Allison  Whiteman 3/17
  
Molly  Winkler 3/17
  
Allen  McCormick 3/18
  
Peg  Duncan 3/19
  
Paul  Johnson 3/19
  
Jenny  Abbott 3/20
  
James Beattey III 3/20
  
JoEllen  Clark 3/20
  
Jean  Swisher 3/20
  
Yvonne  Church 3/21
  
Lynda Cline 3/21
  
Jean  Dodds 3/21
  
Michael  de las Alas 3/22
  

Becky Huehls 3/22
  
Sophie Stults 3/22
  
Will Gudgel 3/23
  
Gabriel Merida 3/23
  
MaryAnn  Ruegger 3/24
  
Zachary  Yohn 3/24
  
Dolly  Craft 3/25
  
Mary  Kutche 3/25
  
Adelle O'Connor 3/25
  
Madeleine Rasmussen       3/25
  
Susie Scott 3/25
  
Amber  Angotti 3/26
  
Marianne  Beck 3/26
  
Alice  Deer 3/26
  
Stephanie  Mokube 3/27
  
Chad  Stevens 3/27
  
Sue  Decker 3/28
  
Cindy Kirles 3/28
  
Diane  White 3/28
  
Bob  Butler 3/29
  
Audrey  Neterval 3/29
  
David Scheuermann 3/30
  
Samuel  Johnson 3/31

Italian Night - Thank You! 
Northminster members and friends: Thank you to all who 
made 2018 Italian Night a success, to all who donated items, 
attended the event, and volunteered for this wonderful eve-
ning. Thank you for all your support of Northminster’s Youth 
Program!
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March Calendar Highlights
3/4	 10:00	AM	 Confirmation	Class
  10:00 AM Lenten Study
  12:05 PM Choir Rehearsal & Lunch 

3/6 7:00 PM Choir - Soloists rehearsal
  7:00 PM Team Meeting Night 

3/9	 5:00	PM	 Confirmation	Retreat 

3/11 10:00 AM Lenten Study 

3/13 4:00 PM Finance Committee Meeting
  6:00 PM Preschool 3/4 Daddy's Night
  6:00 PM Deacons Meeting
  7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal (Mozart) 

3/15 11:30 AM NorthStars - Gleaners
  6:00 PM Preschool 4/5 Daddy's Night 

3/17 10:00 AM Chancel Choir  Dress Rehearsal 

3/18	 10:00	AM	 Confirmation	-	students	&	mentors
  4:00 PM Sound & Spirit: Mozart - Mass in C Minor
 
3/20 7:00 PM Session Meeting 

3/23 9:00 AM Spring Work Day 

3/24 9:00 AM Spring Work Day 

3/25 10:00 AM Lenten Study
  12:05 PM Choir Dress Rehearsal  

3/26 10:30 AM Stephen Ministers Leaders

For a full listing of events go to www.northminster-indy.org, click Menu and then Calendar.

Coming Soon! 

Alzheimer’s  
Education  

Conference 

May 4, 2018 

Register at  
alz.org/Indiana/conference 

or by phone at 800-272-3900
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*Payment due at time of order via check or credit card

Please indicate if next year you would prefer: 

_____ More mixed planter arrangements 

_____ Larger size planters

_____ Perennial options

Other requests: ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________



 Easter Flower Donations 

A $15 donation helps to cover the cost of items used throughout the season 

to enhance our worship.  

Your generous support is greatly appreciated. 

Deadline is March 19

Your Name__________________________________ 

Amt._________ 

    ______Check    (Check #) ________   ______Cash 

In Memory of ______________________________________________ 

In Honor of ________________________________________________ 

Please make a donation for each dedication. 

Please return form and checks or cash to the church office.  Make checks payable to:  

Northminster Church (“Easter Flowers” in memo line). 

 Easter Flower Donations 

A $15 donation helps to cover the cost of items used throughout the season 

to enhance our worship.  

Your generous support is greatly appreciated. 

Deadline is March 19.

Your Name__________________________________ 

Amt._________ 

    ______Check    (Check #) ________   ______Cash 

In Memory of ______________________________________________ 

In Honor of ________________________________________________ 

Please make a donation for each dedication. 

Please return form and checks or cash to the church office.  Make checks payable to:  

Northminster Church (“Easter Flowers” in memo line). 
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