
  

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Northminster! 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  If you are visiting with 

us this morning we hope you feel the presence of God and the 

hospitality of this congregation.  If you have any questions about our 

church please ask one of the pastors or a greeting host wearing a red 

“Ask Me” badge. 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

June 24, 2018 

««««««««««««« 

*  Those who are able, please stand.   

Congregation responds in bold. 

 

CENTERING THOUGHT 

Persian Letters 

                By Solmaz Sharif 

Dear Aleph, 
 

Like Ovid: I’ll have no last words. 
This is what it means to die among barbarians.  
Bar bar bar 
was how the Greeks heard our speech — 
sheep, beasts — and so we became 
barbarians.  We make them reveal 
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the brutes they are, Aleph, by the things 
we make them name.  David, 
they tell me, is the one 
one should aspire to, but ever since 
I first heard them say Philistine 
I’ve known I am Goliath 
if I am anything. 

                  Source: Poetry (December 2014) 

 

APPROACHING GOD 

Please silence your cell phone before worship begins. 

 

WELCOME                                                                   Teri Thomas                                          

 

PRELUDE  Allegro (from Concerto in D minor, Opus 9, No. 2) 

Tomaso Albinoni 

(1671-1740) 

Allen Miller, Trumpet 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

     Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.  

     God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

     The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

     The mercies of God never come to an end. 

     Let us worship God. 

 

*HYMN NO.  33    Praise the Lord!  God’s Glories Show 

  LLANFAIR 

 



 
 

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

      Most merciful God, forgive us. 

   We imagine that we can live without you, 

     When you give us our very breath. 

     We seek control over others, 

     Rather than strive to live in unity. 

     We allow fear to overtake us, 

     Even though our lives are in your hands. 

     Draw us back into your steadfast love 

     And shape us into the likeness of your son, 

     in whose name we pray.  

 

*SILENCE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

  Brothers and sisters – the good news is this: 

  grace is poured out like water; 

  mercy flows like a never- ending stream, 

  bathing us in goodness and love. 

  Live, then, as those who have received new life. 

  We are forgiven. 

 

*WE ARE FORGIVEN                                                  Hal Hopson 

 
 



*SHARING THE PEACE                                                               

     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

     And also with you.  

(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ’s peace.) 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                              Maureen Wilson 

     9:00   Preschool children may be excused for Church School at this time. 

    11:00   Children may be excused for Church School at this time. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

GOSPEL LESSON                                       Mark 4:35-41  (Pg.  39) 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON            1 Samuel 17: 1-49  (Pg. 260)  

    The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                       A Violent God                         Teri Thomas 

 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*HYMN NO.  307      God of Grace and God of Glory  

CWM RHONDDA 



 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                              



THE LORD’S PRAYER          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.) 

 

OFFERTORY         Prayer of Saint Gregory         Alan Hovhanness 

(1911-2000) 

 

*DOXOLOGY                                        LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit, Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

                                  

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

GOING FORTH 

 

*HYMN NO.  353       My Hope is Built on Nothing Less  

SOLID ROCK 



 
 

*BLESSING AND CHARGE 

 



POSTLUDE                          Toccatina                     Gottlieb Muffat 

(1690-1770)         

               

͏ 

Ruth Moore is on study leave. 

Our prayers are with those attending the Montreat Conference on 

Worship and Music:  Nancy Dynes, Lois Foote, Robbie Foote, 

Emma Longo, Lisa Longo, Andy Longo, Krista Wright and 

 John Wright. 

 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP 

Today’s Offertory, “Prayer of Saint Gregory,” was composed by 

Alan Hovhaness (1911 – 2000), one of the most prolific composers 

of the 20th century.    Composing over 500 works, Hovhaness wrote 

symphonies, choral works, ballets, operas and chamber music.  Alan 

Vaness Chakmakjar was born near Boston, Massachusetts, the son 

of an Armenian father and a Scottish mother.  He studied 

composition at the esteemed New England Conservatory of Music 

and while there took the pseudonym Alan Hovahaness.  In the 1940s 

he developed a keen interest in Eastern philosophies and Armenian 

culture.  He began playing organ at an Armenian church and learned 

the Armenian language.  His discovery of Armenian music had a 

direct influence on his compositions.    The subject of “Prayer of 

Saint Gregory” is St. Gregory the Illuminator, who brought 

Christianity to Armenia in the early 4th century, and spent 12 years 

in prison.  Hovhaness called the piece “a prayer in darkness.”  It 

depicts Gregory’s powerful and stirring prayer, a cry for help.   The 

piece beings softly, then trumpet enters in the same manner, playing 

expressive slow phrases.  As Gregory begins to pray fervently, the 

trumpet plays a more forte dynamic.  The melody ascends and 

crescendos.   Several measures later the trumpet reenters, wanes in 

energy, with notes moving in a descending and softer manner, as if 

Gregory’s prayers fade around the prison walls. 

 

 



      

 
Back to School Extravaganza Needs Volunteers! 

Please go to the NPC website,  

click on “Menu,”  then “Events” 

 and on the Extravaganza log-on to volunteer. 

You’ll have an opportunity to find the times and dates that 
will work best for you. 

 

Also, don’t forget to take some dirty clothes to wash from 
the yellow bin in the Gathering Place and return the clean 

ones to Room 114.  We are processing “lost-and-found” 
clothing retrieved from the Carmel Clay and Washington 

Twp. schools as well as the Children’s Museum.  

We partner with St. Luke’s Methodist Church, Second 

Presbyterian Church and the North Mennonite Church to 

provide school supplies, new shoes, new jeans and all the 

clothing that we process.  We care for approximately 1,200 

children in the northern portion of Marion County.  

 

What’s Next? 

Sunday Worship 

         July 1 -- We’ll think about how God saves.  Communion by 

                intinction. 

         July 8 -- We take our last look at Samuel.  The theme is “God  

                Unites.” 

         July 15 -- We begin a series on the Book of Ephesians by  

                looking at Paul’s understanding of adoption, chosen, and  

                inheritance. 

         July 22 -- Let’s think about aliens.  Is Paul talking about a  

                UFO? 

         July 29 -- A discussion of God’s love. 
 

Mission and Outreach 

         Back to School Extravaganza -- Washing and sorting of 

            clothing  -- take a bag (or two) to wash from the yellow bin  

            in the Gathering Place and return cleaned bags to Room 114. 

 



Events and Education 

         Youth Group -- TODAY, 5:00pm 

         Adult Education -- Shakespeare and the Mysteries of Religion  

              – Hamlet’s Faith Journey -- Sundays, July 8-29, 10:15am. 

         Men’s Prayer Breakfast -- Wednesdays at 7:30am. 

         3B Exercise -- Monday and Thursday at 1:30pm. 

         Caregiver Support Groups -- July 9, 6pm and July 11, 1pm. 

         NorthStars Indy Parks Concert -- Holliday Park, July 19,  

                 6:15pm. 

         All-Church Friday Night -- Mission -- July 13, 5:30pm. 
        

For more information, check out our website 

 (northminster-indy.org). 
 

Don’t forget to “Like” our page on Facebook 

(facebook.com/Northminsterindy/). 
 

To give by text message on a smartphone, text the amount you 

would like to give to 317-316-3009. Our online giving system, 

ShelbyNext, will then prompt you through a one-time set up for 

giving. 
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