
  
 

 

 

 

Welcome to worship at Northminster! 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  If you are visiting with 

us this morning we hope you feel the presence of God and the 

hospitality of this congregation.  If you have any questions about our 

church please ask one of the pastors or a greeting host wearing a red 

“Ask Me” badge. 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 18, 2018 
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*  Those who are able, please stand.  

 Congregation responds in bold 

 

 

CENTERING THOUGHT 

     God’s Promises by Paul Hoover 

  

I, the Lord, will make barren 

your fields and your fairways. 

Your refrigerators will be empty, 

no steaks and no leg bones, 

no butter and no cornbread. 

And I will remove your screen doors, 
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force the mosquitoes indoors 

where you lie on the bed undead. 

For my house you have not readied, 

no flat screen and no broadband. 

My habitation is a wasteland 

of furniture from motel rooms. 

I will send the ostrich and badger 

in herds through your wrecked rooms; 

your beds will be entered by turnstile; 

the floor will seethe with bees. 

For my house is but a prefab; 

its roof lets in my rain. 

Woe is the Lord of Heaven 

who has no mansion on earth. 

Cries are heard from my fish traps, 

crows flap on my hat rack, 

pandemonium at the threshold 

as the owls and bats flit in. 

Silence reigns in the last place 

and the first place has no sway. 

For my knife-edge is impatient, 

my ledge crumbles like cake. 

I have warned you to beware. 

You await a handsome savior, 

but the plain man draws near... 

 

APPROACHING GOD 

Please silence your cell phone before worship begins. 

         

WELCOME                                                                    Teri Thomas                                                       

 

 

 



GATHERING SONG  

                 

          Hymn No. 814     In God Alone        MON ÂME SE REPOSE 

(Worshippers are invited to sing English or French) 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                         

People of the covenant, give thanks. 

The Lord is our salvation. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and bounding in love. 

Children of the living God, draw near. 

Jesus Christ is with us. 

Let us worship God. 

 



*HYMN NO. 166      Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days       

ST. FLAVIAN     

 
 

ANTHEM  (11:00)     Remember not, Lord, our offences        

 Henry Purcell 

(1659-1695) 

Chancel Choir 

         Remember not, Lord, our offences, nor the offences of our  

        forefathers. 

 Neither take thou vengeance of our sins, good Lord. 

 Spare thy people, whom thou hast redeemed  

with thy most precious blood.  

And be not angry with us forever, spare us, good Lord.   

 

 

 

 



*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                               Marland Pittman               

God of mercy, we begin this Lenten season in confession. 

We do not live according to your ways, but according to our 

own. 

We condone violence, participate in systems of injustice, and 

use power to our own advantage at the expense of others. 

 

Forgive us, we pray, when we are tempted to follow paths 

other thanthose you set before us. 

Teach us your commandments; help us to turn from evil and 

turn us toward your kingdom. 

God of covenants, remember us, we pray, and be our ark of 

Safety and  new life. 

 

*SILENCE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

 

*KYRIE ELEISON     (Lord, have mercy)           Russian Orthodox 

 
 



*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Brothers and sisters – as Noah and his family were brought safely 

through the flood onto dry ground, 

so in baptismal waters we are brought from death into new life 

in Christ. 

Hear this good news – Jesus Christ forgives you. 

Our old life may go and a new life may begin. 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE 

     The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

     And also with you.  

(Worshippers may greet one another with words of Christ’s peace.) 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD 

                 

ANTHEM   (9:00)        Spirit of the Living God              IVERSON 

Celebration Choir 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME                                   Ruth Chadwick Moore                             

  (Children may be excused to go to Church School at this time.) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION           Shema Yisrael   

 The Shema (Jewish tradition) 

(9:00)  Section Leaders 

(11:00)  Chancel Choir                                         
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                   Genesis 9: 8-17   (Pg. 7)                                    
 

PSALM 25: 1-10                 Robbie Foote and John Wright, Cantors 

     Refrain 

 



    GOSPEL LESSON                                    Mark 1: 9-15   (Pg. 34)                                               

    The Word of the Lord. 

    Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON              Can God be Trusted?                        Teri Thomas 

 

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 

*STANDING ON THE PROMISES        HYMN NO. 838     

               PROMISES 

(Please sing stanza 1 and Refrain) 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                           

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. ive us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
OFFERING(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.) 

 

OFFERTORY  (9:00)    There is a Fountain              American Folk 

arr. Lee Burswold 

Kathy Hershberger, Viola 

                         (11:00)  Give Me Jesus    African-American spiritual  

arr. Moses Hogan 

(1957-2003) 

Krista Wright, Soprano              



*DOXOLOGY                                                        OLD 100TH 

    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

    Praise Christ, all people here below; 

    Praise Holy Spirit evermore. 

    Praise Triune God, whom we adore. 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

GOING FORTH 

 

*HYMN NO.  618      O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 

DEO GRACIAS 

 



 
* CHARGE AND BLESSING 

Brothers and Sisters – walk into the world holding onto the 

promises of God. 

We go in faith knowing God’s promises are for us. 

Walk boldly, knowing God has established a covenant with the 

world. 

We go to praise, to love and to serve, confident that God 

will be with us today, tomorrow, and always.  Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE  (9:00)    What Wondrous Love Is This 

             Southern Harmony 

arr. Raymond Haan 

 

                      (11:00)   Improvisation on ST. FLAVIAN 

             Marko Petričić 

 

 

͏ 

 

Acolytes in worship today are Sophie Johnson and Lucy Hittle.                           

 

 

 



MUSIC IN WORSHIP 

This morning’s opening hymn, No. 166 “Lord, Who throughout 

These Forty Days,”   was written by Claudia Hernaman in 1873.   It 

recalls Jesus’ fasting in the wilderness for forty days and nights and 

the temptations posed by Satan, which we hear in today’s Gospel 

Lesson.  Each stanza concludes with a prayer  – to mourn our sins 

and stay near Christ; to conquer sin; to abide in Christ; and after this 

life, to attain “an Easter of unending joy.”   

 

The choral anthem (11:00) “Remember not, Lord, our offences,” 

was composed by the English composer Henry Purcell (1659 – 

1695).  Although he only lived 36 years, he composed unceasingly, 

writing church music, keyboard and instrumental music, and secular 

vocal music.   His opera Dido and Aeneas is an enduring 

masterpiece.   He served as Organist for Westminster Abbey, where 

he lies adjacent to the organ.   Written for five voice chorus, 

“Remember not, Lord, our offences,” begins simply, then the 

harmonic tension increases as the calls for mercy to “spare us” begin 

to dominate.  After this pleading section, the mood returns to 

supplication and the harmonies relax.  The anthem ends as it began, 

in a state of calmness. 

 

What’s Next? 

Sunday Morning Worship 

        Sunday, February 25, continues our theme as we look at  

               Abraham, the deals he made with God, and the promises 

              God made to him. 

 

Mission and Outreach 

        Deacon’s  Spring Plant Sale – order now for delivery in early 

               May.  Deadline for orders is March 15. 

        Food Pantry Volunteers – “Northminster Day” – Second  

               Presbyterian Church, 2nd Tuesday of the month 

       Gleaners Food Bank Volunteers – March 15, 12:30pm 



Events and Education 

        Public Faith -  Lenten Study – Feb. 18-March 25, 10am 

        Italian Night –February 24, 6pm 

 

 

For more information, check out our website 

(northminster-indy.org), ask to receive our weekly email, 

 pick up a newsletter from an information table, 

or contact the church office. 

 

Lent Sunday Morning Volunteers 

We begin the season of Lent this month.  It’s a perfect time to dig a 

little deeper, step out of our comfort zone, and try something new.  

Our Nursery, Preschool, and Church School classrooms have 

available slots in the weeks ahead.  It’s not a difficult task to talk to 

the children of our congregation. (Materials are provided.)  You may 

learn something new in the process!   
 

Thanks to those who have already signed up to assist us.  Please take 

a minute to review the sign up at:  http://bit.ly/NPCfebHELPERS.  If 

you are able to fill a slot, thank you!  Your commitment to our 

congregation and specifically to our children is very much 

appreciated.  If you have questions, please contact Cheryl Plunkett 

at:  cplunkett@northminster-indy.org or call/text at 317-698-1567. 

 

 

 

To give by text message on a smartphone, text the amount you 

would like to give to 317-316-3009. Our online giving system, 

ShelbyNext, will then prompt you through a one-time set up for 

giving. 

 

 

http://bit.ly/NPCfebHELPERS
mailto:cplunkett@northminster-indy.org
tel:317-316-3009
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Acting Director, Christian Education 
 

Maureen Wilson 

Acting Director, Youth Ministry and 

Kids Club 
 

Marko Petričić 

Music Associate/Organist 
 

Marland Pittman 

Seminary Intern 
 

Denise Harrington 

Senior Ministry Consultant 
 

Carol McDonald 

Parish Associate 
 

Barbara A. Sloop 

Parish Associate 
 

Carol Campbell 

John Reed 

Tony Dzwonar 

Stephen Ministry Leaders 
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