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Welcome to worship at Northminster!
Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are visiting with us
this morning we hope you feel the presence of God and the
hospitality of this congregation. If you have any questions about our
church please ask one of the pastors or a greeting host wearing a red
“Ask Me” badge.
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
December 3, 2017
First Sunday in Advent
Restoring God’s Time
«««««««««««««
* Those who are able, please stand.
Congregation responds in bold.

CENTERING THOUGHT
A World …
damaged … appearing to float aimlessly in the cold void of space
… groping in the darkness unaware of its blindness or just not
caring.
A people …
called from that world to glimpse a hint of the light
that would come to pierce the murky gloom.

Our Savior … Light of the World
born out of those people – yet eternal –
parting the clouds … lifting the shade …
filling our hearts with rays of hope
and the promise of Restoration!
 Jennifer Richter

APPROACHING GOD
Please silence your cell phone before worship begins.

WELCOME

Carol McDonald

GATHERING SONGS

Hymn No. 103

Our Soul is Waiting

Come Now, O Prince of Peace
(Choir sings verse 1 in Korean,
all are invited to sing 1-4 in English)

Taizé

OSOSO

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Jesus says, “I am coming soon.”
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!
Heaven and earth will pass away,
But the word of God endures forever.
Let us worship God.
*HYMN NO. 82 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus HYFRYDOL
LIGHTING THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
(After the candle is lit) Living God, come to our world.
As we wait for your promise, give light, give hope.
Sung Response:
VENI EMMANUEL
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And bless each place your peo--ple dwell,

Melt ev’ry weapon crafted for war,
Bring peace upon the earth forever more.
Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear,
God’s chosen one, Emmanuel, draws near.
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Jim Montgomery
God of mercy and grace, forgive us. We wait for everything
other than your reign on earth and miss the ways your reign is
already here. When we are asleep to injustice … or yawn in the
face of prejudice … or nod off despite cries for deliverance …
awaken us to your justice and mercy. Teach us to live as those
who wait for a new heaven and a new earth. In the name of
Jesus we pray …
*SILENCE FOR PERSONAL PRAYER AND REFLECTION
*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Brothers and sisters – the Holy One who promises forgiveness to
Those who seek good hears your confessions.
As children of God, we are assured God knows our sorrow
and our desire for reconciled relationships.
You are forgiven. In that promise is the power to love your
neighbors and yourselves as beloved of God who created all that
exists.
*GLORIA
GLORIA
Glo---ria, in excelsis Deo, Glo---ria, in excelsis Deo.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
Ruth Chadwick Moore
(Preschool children may be excused for Church School at this time.)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON
GOSPEL LESSON
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Send Out Your Light
The Iona Community
(9:00) Section Leaders
(11:00) Chancel Choir
Isaiah 64: 1-9 (Pg. 694)
Mark 13: 24-37 (Pg. 50)

Our Church’s Strange Notion

Jim Montgomery

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
from A DECLARATION OF FAITH
All things will be made new in Christ. In Christ God has given
us a glimpse of the new creation God has already begun and will
surely finish.
We do not know when the final day will come. In our time we
see only broken and scattered signs that the renewal of all
things is under way.
We do not yet see the end of cruelty and suffering in the world,
the church, or our own lives.
But we see Jesus as Lord. As he stands at the center of our
history, we are confident he will stand at its end. He will judge
all people and nations.
Evil will be condemned and rooted out of God’s good creation.
There will be no more tears or pain.

All things will be made new. The community of human
beings with God and one another will be perfected.
OFFERING(Please sign the pew pad and pass it to your neighbor.)
OFFERTORY (9:00) Saviour of the Nations, Come BWV 659
J. S. Bach
(1685-1750)
(11:00) Zion hört die Wächter singen,
J. S. Bach
Bel Canto, Yefim Pastukh, Violin
Zion hört die Wächter singen,
Zion hears the watchmen singing,
das Herz tut ihr vor Freuden springen,
Her heart leaps for joy within her,
sie wachet und steht eilend auf.
she wakens and rises with haste.
Ihr Freund kommt von Himmel prächtig,
Her glorious friend descends from heaven,
von Gnaden stark, von Wahrheit mächtig,
strong in mercy, mighty in truth,
ihr Licht wird hell, ihr Stern geht auf.
her light becomes bright, her star rises.
Nun komm, du werte Kron’,
Now come, thou worthy crown,
Herr Jesu, Gottes Sohn, Hosianna!
Lord Jesus, the Son of God, Hosanna!
Wir folgen all zum Freudensaal
We shall all follow to the hall of rejoicing
und halten mit das Abendmahl.
and hold the evening meal together.

*DOXOLOGY

Christ to thee, with God the Father
W ZLOBIE LEZY

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise. . . .

SANCTUS

Thomas Pavlechko

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

AMEN

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE COMMUNION
Our communion is open to all who trust in the Christ.
Please hold the bread and we will eat together. Drink the cup as you
are served.All bread is gluten and nut-free. All cups contain
alcohol-free grape juice.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (11:00)
arr. Jonathan Campbell
Bel Canto and Chancel Choir
Hymn No. 427

Jesus Knows the Inmost Heart

LOE DE ISA

THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION
*SHARING THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(Worshipers may greet one another with words of Christ’s peace.)

GOING FORTH
*HYMN NO. 105

People, Look East

BESANCON

* BLESSING AND CHARGE
May God bless us on this Advent journey,
that we may accept the gifts of God’s grace,
and join the angels who sing above the stable,
“Glory to God in the highest,
and peace, good will to all the earth.”
Now friends, go forth in the name of Jesus.
Let us do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.
Magnify the Lord and rejoice,
for nothing is impossible with God.
POSTLUDE (9:00)

(11:00)

Saviour of the Nations, Com BWV 599
J. S. Bach
GREENSLEEVES

arr. Kevin Hildebrand

͏
Advent candle lighters this morning are: 9am – Anna Brandmeier
and Melissa Hopkins; 11am – Mary Beth Riner and Kathy Schick.
TODAY – 10am – Kid’s Club -- meet on the ramp in the
Gathering Place to assemble college care packages – ALL are
welcome to help!
What’s Next?
December 10 – Restoring God’s Geography
December 17 – Restoring God’s People. Bach’s Cantata No. 3
from Christmas Oratorio
December 24 – ONE MORNING SERVICE ONLY – 10am –
Restoring God’s Power
Christmas Eve Services -- December 24 – 4pm, 7pm, 10:30pm
December 31 – Reflections and Hope

For more information, check out our website
(northminster-indy.org),ask to receive our weekly email, pick up a
newsletter from an information table, or contact the church office.
To give by text message on a smartphone, text the amount you
would like to give to 317-316-3009. Our online giving system,
ShelbyNext, will then prompt you through a one-time set up for
giving.
The building will be closed for the Christmas Holidays –
Monday and Tuesday, December 25 and 26.
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